
THERE ARE APPROXIMATELY 

8.6 MILLION JW’S IN THE 

WORLD IN 239 COUNTRIES. 

1.2 MILLION IN THE USA 

 

They teach that God’s name is 

Jehovah and have inserted it 

into the New Testament text 

even though it is not there.  

“They have taken the liberty to 

do this despite the fact that it 

blatantly goes against the 

thousands of Greek manu-

scripts of the New Testament – 

some of which date from the 

second century.” 

 - Ron Rhodes 

 

WHERE IN THE BIBLE DOES IT 

SAY THE HOLY SPIRIT IS GOD? 

Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it 

that Satan has so filled your heart that 

you have lied to the Holy Spirit and 

have kept for yourself some of the 

money you received for the land? 

4 Didn’t it belong to you before it was 

sold? And after it was sold, wasn’t the 

money at your disposal? What made 

you think of doing such a thing? You 

have not lied to men but to God.”  

- Acts 5:3-4 

SHARING JESUS WITH… 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES 

 

BEGINNINGS 
Where did Jehovah’s Witnesses get their start?  

Jehovah’s Witnesses became an organization in the late 1870’s  

under their founder Charles Taze Russell (1852-1916).  He was  

influenced by Seventh Day Adventists and Christian Zionists.  Russel 

claims that God gave him the correct translation of the Bible. 

After Russell’s death in 1916 There was a split between his  

followers and the next president Joseph Rutherford.  

A Leadership group lead by Rutherford became known as  

The Watchtower Tract and Bible Society and they adopted the 

name Jehovah’s Witnesses in 1931. 

 

BASIC BELIEFS 

The Watchtower Tract & Bible Society 

Jehovah’s Witnesses believe that ONLY the WTBS can correctly 

interpret the Scriptures for all people. The WTBS is the “faithful 

and discrete slave” from Matthew 24:45-47. JW’s are taught to 

stay away from all other books and sources of authority. They 

believe that God only speaks through the WTBS as a prophet.  

 

Beliefs about God/Jesus/Holy Spirit 

Russell and the JW’s teach that the Bible was corrupted and 

Christians churches became apostate shortly after Christ’s  

ascension. They believe the trinity is a “pagan imagination.” 

They believe Jesus was the first thing God created. He was the 

archangel Michael before being born on earth. They believe  

Jesus was killed on a stake, not a cross. They believe that Jesus 

was not physically raised from the dead, only spiritually. 

They believe that Jesus returned to a spiritual form and was 

recreated back into Michael. JW’s believe the Holy Spirit is not 

God either but rather God’s impersonal force sent by God. They 

believe that Jesus came back to earth in 1914 in spirit. 



Why Don’t JW’s except 

blood transfusions? 

“This is a religious issue rather 

than a medical one. Both the Old 

and New Testaments  

clearly command us to abstain 

from blood. (Genesis 9:4;  

Leviticus 17:10; Deuteronomy 

12:23; Acts 15:28, 29) Also, God 

views blood as representing life.” 

—(From their Jehovah’s  

Witness website). But these 

verses talk about the eating of 

blood not taking blood on 

through a transfusion. 

 

TRY THIS... 

Ask a JW where is the throne of 

God is? They will likely tell you 

it’s in heaven.  Then ask them to 

read Revelation 7:9-15. Ask them 

to explain the great multitude in 

white robes that no one can count 

around the throne of God.  

 

A QUOTE FROM THE WTBS 

“We acknowledge as the visible 

organization of Jehovah on earth 

the Watchtower Bible and Tract 

Society, and recognize the Society 

as the channel or  

instrument through which  

Jehovah and Christ Jesus give  

instruction and meat in due  

season to the household of faith.”  

- Watchtower, April 15, 1939)  

 

JOHN 1:1 IN GREEK 

εν αρχη ην ο λογος· και ο λογος 

ην προς το[ν θ̅ν̅ και θ̅ς̅ ην ο λογος· 

Beliefs about Humanity 

Like historic Christianity, JW’s believe that people are born as 

sinners.  Unlike historic Christianity, JW’s do not believe in the 

eternity of the soul. The Watchtower Society has decreed many 

common practices as “sins” such as; celebrating birthdays, blood 

transfusions, voting and military service, wearing of crosses and 

pledging allegiance to a flag.  

 

Beliefs about Salvation 

JW’s believe salvation is earned through works in obedience to 

Jehovah through the instruction of the Watchtower Society.    

JW’s believe that grace is merely an opportunity to work and 

earn their salvation—mainly by going door to door. 

  

Beliefs about the Afterlife 

The kingdom of Heaven is often spoken of by Jehovah’s Witness-

es, but they believe that only 144,000 will stand in heaven while 

the rest of the Jehovah’s Witnesses (other sheep) will live for 

1,000 years on earth.  They must be perfectly obedient during 

the millennial time or face annihilation along with the immoral.   

Jehovah’s Witnesses do not believe in the existence of Hell.  

They believe the wicked are annihilated, they cease to exist.  

 

SOURCES OF AUTHORITY 
The Watchtower  

The Watchtower is the ultimate source of authority to the  

Jehovah’s Witness.  Their publications, The Watchtower and 

Awake, are considered authoritative.  

 

Their Bible, the New World Translation  

Charles Russell, an untrained without any formal Greek/Hebrew  

translated his own version of the Bible and claimed God helped. 

Bruce Metzger, Princeton Theological Seminary calls it “a fright-

ful mistranslation, erroneous, pernicious and reprehensible” .  

Russell changes verses in the Bible that point to the deity of 

Christ. The JW’s have also wrote there own Greek/Hebrew. 



Upcoming Topics 

3/26—Mormonism, LDS 

4/2—Judaism 

4/9—No Class (Easter) 

 

Extra Resources 

WEBSITES 

Carm.org 

Dare2share.org 

Equip.org 

 

BOOKS 

Kingdom of the Cults,  

Walter Martin 

Reasoning from the  

Scriptures with Jehovah’s  

Witnesses, Ron Rhodes 

Jehovah’s Witnesses Answered 

Verse by Verse, David A. Reed 

The Facts on Jehovah’s  

Witnesses,  

John Ankerberg, John Weldon 

How to Answer a Jehovah’s  

Witness, Robert Morey 

 

YOUTUBE 

Melissa Dougherty/Veda Hedgeman 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=1WNdL-4skIE  

How to reach JW’s  w/Mike Winger  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=0bpu7hDoWOQ 

James White on John 1:1 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=NNVe-2b-WUs 

Other Jehovah’s Witness Books 

Russell and the WTBS have other books that they have  

published such as, Studies in the Scriptures (7 volumes),  

Reasoning from the Scriptures, Let God be True, and The Truth 

Shall Make You Free , just to name a few.  

They contend that their Bible holds the highest authority.   

 

WITNESSING TO JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES 
Build a Relationship with them.  

Be careful, but be willing to sit and talk with them about life. Be 

a friend to them. You can engage them in spiritual conversations 

but be careful that you know how to prove what you believe. A 

goal is to get them to think independently from the WTBS. 

Note: Use Your Bible not theirs when reading Scripture. Try to 

memorize the arguments and Scriptures, or use a notebook. 

Undermine the authority of the WTBS and C. T. Russell. 

Russell and subsequent leaders have proclaimed the end of the 

world numerous times and each time they were wrong they 

have changed their original statement or restated the view in a 

new interpretation. (1877, 1886. 1889, 1894, 1904, 1914, 1975, 

In 1984, 1995 they said that those alive would see Armageddon) 

Russell’s miracle wheat, sued the Eagle newspaper, He lost. 

In 1913 Russell was cross examined on the stand for 5 hours.  

He lied about wheat, knowing Greek/Hebrew, being ordained.   

In 1954 Frederick W. Franz, VP of Watchtower perjured himself 

on the stand saying he could read Hebrew but could not read 

Genesis 2:4 a most basic Hebrew verse.    

 

Focus on the main thing, not the smaller issues. 

I would not recommend trying to debate the 144,000 in heaven, 

or disagree with them about why they don’t celebrate birthdays 

or Christmas. Focus on the failed false prophecies, the deity of 

Jesus, and how their own Bible translation is corrupt.  

Using John 8:58, 10:28-33 you can point out that the Pharisees 

thought Jesus was claiming to be God. Why did Jesus not correct 

them? JW’s end up siding with the Pharisees.  

John 20—Thomas, John 1:3-Isaiah 44:24- Who’s the creator? 


