
Almost 2000 years ago Pilate 

asked Jesus a very important 

question, but he did not stick 

around for the answer. 

“’What is truth?’ Pilate 

asked. With this he went 

out again to the Jews”  

- John 18:35 

 

The heart is deceitful above 

all things and beyond cure. 

Who can understand it?  

- JEREMIAH 17:9 

 

A REAL CONVERSATION 

WITH AN ATHEIST 

ATHEIST: “There is no such thing 

as truth!”   

CHRISTIAN: “Well then, Is that 

true?” 

ATHEIST: “No, I mean there is no 

absolute truth.” 

CHRISTIAN: “Are you absolutely 

certain, there is no truth? 

ATHEIST: “Well truth cannot be 

known for sure.” 

CHRISTIAN: “Do you know that 

for sure?’ 

 

Other false theories of truth: 

Coherent theory, functional  

theory, pragmatic theory, and 

the power theory of truth. 

SHARING JESUS WITH… 
TRUTH VS. RELATIVISM 

 

WHY DOES TRUTH MATTER? 

It’s a battle for the ages.  

What were the first words out of the serpents mouth?  

“Did God really say...” (Genesis 3:1).  

 Truth is what spiritual warfare is all about.  

Eph. 6:10-20 2 Corinthians 10:3-5  Colossians 2:8 

Why do people struggle with truth?  

It’s an issue of the heart (Jer. 17:9). Men love darkness 

(John 3:19-20). Our natural tendency is to suppress the 

truth (Romans 1:18-19, 2 Timothy 4:3-4). 

Example: Truth is like a beachball, held under water it will 

come up if we do not hold it down and suppress it. 

Jesus as God, is the Truth and His Word is Truth. 

Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No

-one comes to the Father except through me.  - John 14:6 

To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold 

to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 32 Then you will 

know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” - John 8:31-32 

 

WHAT IS TRUTH? 

Your worldview determines your view of truth.  

Theism (Christianity) - Objective truth exist and come from 

God.  In Humanism—God does not exist so man alone  

determines reality and morality. In Humanism the four pillars 

are atheism, evolution, moral relativism, and scientism.  

How do we define truth? 

There are different theories of truth. Correspondence theory of truth:  

A statement is true in as much as it corresponds to reality. 

 



Upcoming Topics 

3/5—Apologetics Basics 

3/12—Mormons/LDS 

3/19—Jehovah’s Witness 

 

Extra Resources 

WEBSITES 

RichardGHowe.com 

ColdCaseChristianity.com 

Josh.org 

Gotquestions.org 

BOOKS 

Come Let Us Reason, Geisler 

Person of Interest, Wallace 

Truth Decay, Doug Groothuis 

Faith, Fact, & Reason, Sherrod 

Relativism: Feet Firmly  

Planted in Mid-Air,  

Koukl & Beckwith 

Whatever Happened  

to Truth, 

A. Kostenberger  

APPS 

Logos Bible 

Stand to Reason 

Cross Examined 

Questions About God 

PODCASTS 

Alisa Childer’s Podcast 

Truth Tribe with D. Groothuis 

Truth for Life, Alistair Begg 

 

For more, go to  

westsidebc.org/resources 

How do we determine truth? 

There are tests for truth that help us determine if something is 

true or not? These tests usually involve logic and language. 

The laws of logic include things like, the law of non-

contradiction, The law of excluded middle, The law of identity. 

For example: God either exists or he does not exist. God cannot 

both exist and not exist at the same time. Jesus cannot be the  

only way to Heaven and following the 5 pillars of Islam the only 

way to Heaven. Someone is wrong, or lying, or misleading you. 

Statements can be objective or subjective. 

Subjective truth refers to what someone personally believes . These 

are feelings, opinions, personal tastes. Objective truths are based on 

facts and external to someone’s (the subject) thinking.  

Example: Think about Ice Cream vs. Insulin. 

Example: How many jelly beans are in the jar? and What is your 

favorite flavor of jelly bean? 

 Most religious beliefs are objective even though many  

people want to treat them as subjective. 

 

WHAT IS RELIGIOUS PLURALISM? 
Religious Pluralism: The belief that all religions are equally 

valid and or legitimate. It usually comes from the myth that 

“all religions are basically the same at their core.” 

“The 6 Blind Men and the Elephant” - Indian Proverb 

Everyone in the story has just a piece of the elephant except the Raja. 

The claim that only the religious pluralist is right is an exclusive claim 

in its self! Therefore religious pluralism is self-defeating. 

Example: Coexist Bumper Sticker, All roads lead to Rome. 

Can everyone have their own view and be right? 

No! Too many things will contradict. There might be some general 

things that religions share, but in the specifics you find they disagree. 

For example, we should love others and sin is bad but, in Christianity, 

Jesus is God and in Islam, Jesus is not God.  

The exclusive claims of each religion cancel each other out. 

John 14:6 Acts 4:12 1 Timothy 2:5  vs. The 5 Pillars 

We find disagreement in the basic Questions of life, Who am I?  

How did I get here, What’s my purpose? Where am I going? 


