
 

Announcements 

 
♦ Camping May 5-6 in Helen.  We will hike and tube down a river as well 

as other fun activities.  Signup tonight with a $20 deposit.  Total cost 
will be $30.  Bring sleeping bag/blankets and outdoor gear.  
 

♦ Friday Night Live — This Friday, April 21.  Come enjoy a night of 
volleyball, games, and food as we hangout with the entire church. 
 

Bible Study Notes 
“420 Biblically” 

 
Tomorrow is 4/20 a day that has recently become known for smoking marijuana 
and “420” has become known as code for it.   Over the last few years several 
states have legalized the recreational use of smoking it and several states have 
passed laws allowing the medical use of it.  Tonight we will look at what people 
are saying about it and then more importantly what the Bible says about it. 
 
What are the reasons people give for legalizing and using marijuana?   How can 
we respond to these reasons/excuses? 
 
 
 
 
 
Biblical Considerations about Marijuana: 
1. We are to obediently obey the laws of the nation in which we live (Rom. 
13:1).  If something is legal, it does not mean we should do it (1 Cor. 6:12-17). 
2. Scripture teaches us to be sober-minded and alert (Romans 12:2; 1 Peter 1:13, 
5:8) and Marijuana and other drugs affect our ability to be this way. 
3. The Bible encourages us to give our best for the Lord and not cause others to 
stumble by what we do (1 Cor. 10:31-33).  Our ultimate goal is to glorify God. 
4. God desires for people to come to Him for help (Matt. 11:28-30) and not to 
seek other solutions.  The temporary effects may ease our pain or problems but 
ultimately it is habit forming and delays our searching for real answers in God.  

The BIG Picture 
April 20 - April  26, 2017 

 
Read: 1 Chronicles 9 — 15  
Understanding What You Are Reading 
You will continue to read in 1 Chronicles this week. You will finish up on the 
genealogy and then read more of the narrative from the life of Saul and 
David.   
 
Chapter 9 lists the names and numbers of those living in Jerusalem after 
the Babylonian captivity was over and the people and responsibilities.  The 
chapter ends with a short genealogy of Saul, Israel’s first king.  Chapter 10 
describes the how Saul took his life by falling on his own sword. 
 
Chapter 11 briefly describes the transition of King from Saul to David.  The 
rest of the chapter list the names of some of the “mighty men” (v. 10) that 
served David in battle and in leadership positions during his kingdom.  
There were 30 “chiefs” or leaders as well as others that joined David.  
There is an interesting story of when David was hiding from the enemy and 
3 of these chiefs went and brought David water to drink when he was 
thirsty but David refused to drink it and poured it out in respect that these 
men risk their lives for him.  There is a strong brotherhood unity that is felt 
among these men. 
 
Chapter 12 list other warriors that joined David’s ranks as fighters and 
were capable men that could handle lions, use weapons with either their 
right or left hands, and were “as swift as gazelles in the mountains” (12:8). 
 
Chapter 13-15 focus on the Ark of the covenant and how David had it 
brought back to Jerusalem.  There is an interesting story about a man 
named Uzzah who touched the Ark to keep it from falling to the ground but 
God becomes angry with him and he dies instantly.  We learn latter that 
they were transporting it wrong, from the way they had been instructed to 
do by Moses.  Later as they bring it back into Jerusalem in parade fashion, 
David dances “in a linen ephod,” which is like an underwear, and his robe.  
This causes his wife Michal to despise David (15:25-29).  
 
The big picture is to see how God blessed David and surrounded 
him with godly strong men who enabled him to accomplish great things for 
the Lord.  The friends and the company we keep are important as well. 

Journal Ideas: (Some suggestions) Write a one sentence summary of 
each chapter you read.  How should we read the story of Saul taking his 
own life?  What does Scripture say about the value of all life? 

Pray:  (Some suggestions)  Review and revise your weekly prayer list in 
your journals.  Pray that God will give you good friends to help you grow as 
a Christian and hold you accountable to live for the Lord. 


