
 

Announcements 

 
♦ Feed the Need—This Saturday, January 14th from 10-2pm.  Bring 

lunch money for something to eat afterward. Bring any clothing  
donations you may have to give also. 
 

♦ D-NOW Breakthough— March 3-4 $40 per student.  Jordan Sasser 
and Sean McDowell. Signup by February 19 with a $20 deposit.  
 

Bible Study Notes 
 

“The Conclusion of the Matter” 
Ecclesiastes 12:1-14 

Would you rather… Know When or How you will die? 
Name some things where the conclusion or the finish is more important? 

Read Ecclesiastes 12:1-14 

Remember Your Creator 
“remember your creator in the days of your youth” v.1 
Are you setting a SPIRITUAL Foundation for yourself? 
Christians Dropout: College —> 8TH/9TH GRADE 

“before the days of trouble come” v.1 
Example: Rocks, Pebbles, and Sand 

The Teacher and Knowledge 
“he imparted knowledge to the people” v.9 
Who do you go to for advice or knowledge? Are they wise with experience? 
“The teacher searched to find the right words” v.10 
What do you DO with your knowledge you gain? 

“of making books there is no end, and much study wearies the body” v.12 
Be careful what you seek after FIRST.   1 Corinthians 13 

The Conclusion of the Matter 
“Fear God and keep his commandments” v.13 
Fear God —> RESPECT and put in a proper place. 
Keep his commandments —> for GOD and for YOURSELF. 

The BIG Picture 
January 12 - January 18, 2017 

 
Read: Zechariah 1—8 
Understanding What You Are Reading 
Zechariah is the largest of the 12 minor prophet books with a total of 211 verses in 
14 chapters. The first eight chapters are written in prose (story and narration) 
while the last six chapters are written in poetry and prophecy.  Zechariah contains 
more messianic prophecy (about Jesus) than any other Old Testament book,  
except for Isaiah. It is quoted and hinted at 71 times in the New Testament.  The 
book Zechariah is dated from the second to the fourth year of Darius of Persia. 
This is after the Israelites are released from their 70 years of captivity in Babylon 
around 520-518 BC.  Zechariah is mentioned in the book of Ezra (5:1-2; 6:14).  The 
general theme of Zechariah is a message of hope and encouragement to the Jews 
that were struggling after the exile. 
 
Chapters 1-2 begin with a call for the Jews to repent and then Zechariah shares 3 
visions.  The famous, “return to me” and “I will return to you” (1:2) starts this call. 
The first vision involves 4 horses and each a different color. Zechariah speaks to a 
man in the woods who is eventually known as “the angel of the Lord.” The second 
vision involves 4 horns and 4 craftsmen (those who build). The final vision involves 
a man with a measuring line.  These point to the fact that Jerusalem will be rebuilt. 
 
Chapter 3 is a vision of a courtroom where Joshua (not Moses assistant) is  
standing before the Lord and accused by Satan. The angel of the Lord defends and 
judges him not guilty and forgiven. The chapter ends with a messianic prophecy. 
 
Chapter 4 is a fifth vision of 2 olive trees and a golden lampstand.  The trees  
represent Joshua and Zerubbabel as the leaders after the exile who will lead in 
power from the Spirit of God to rebuild the temple. 
 
Chapters 5 & 6 There are 3 more visions (a flying scroll, a woman in a basket, and 4 
chariots being pulled by 4 color horses) in these 2 chapters.  Each of these visions 
symbolize God’s judgment on the nations around Jerusalem and the evil done. 
 
Chapters 7 & 8 deal with questions that the Jews had about fasts (going without 
food and praying). God had required the Jews to fast at the destruction of  
Jerusalem and now that it was being rebuilt God told them that the fasts were not 
mandatory but could be done when every the Jews desired.  They would be  
replaced with festivals of joy. 
 
The big picture is to see that second chances often bring new  
opportunities for new beginnings from the Lord which give us hope.  

Journal Ideas: (Some suggestions) Write a one sentence summary of 
each chapter you read. Which vision of Zechariah was most interesting to 
you? Why do you think God spoke to Zechariah using visions? 

Pray:  (Some suggestions)  Review and revise your weekly prayer list in 
your journals. Ask God to help you keep an attitude full of hope during 2017. 
Ask God to protect your heart & head from Satan the accuser of your past. 


