
 

Announcements 

 
 Feed the Need—This Saturday, January 7th from 10-2pm.  Bring 

lunch money for something to eat afterward. Bring any clothing  
donations you may have to give also. 
 

 D-NOW Breakthough— March 3-4 $40 per student.  Jordan Sasser 
and Sean McDowell. Signup today with a $20 deposit.  
 

Bible Study Notes 
 

2016/2017 Looking Back and Ahead 
Isaiah 43:18‐19 

Looking back in 2016 what has God done for you? 
How has he working in your life? 

Looking ahead in 2017 what do you want God to do for you spiritually? 

God not only cares about your spiritual walk, he cares about your education, 
your health, your social influence as a witness, and so much more. 
What do you want God to do in each of these areas as well? 

Use some of the words below to jog your memory and begin to pray over what 
God would have you do in 2017. 

Bible      Prayer      Exercise    Food 

  Friends      Church      Music 

FUGE      Study      Memorize    DNOW 

  Sports      School      Social Media 

 

Write down things you feel led to do after praying to God about 2017: 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

The BIG Picture 
January 5 - January 11, 2017 

 
Read: Ecclesiastes 5 – 12   
Understanding What You Are Reading 
We will finish reading through the Ecclesiastes this week.  Remember Ecclesiastes 
is a book where Solomon recorded his thoughts on his grand experiment in life 
when he tried everything and found it to be “meaningless.”  The most powerful 
people with all the money they could imagine still find life meaningless apart from 
God.  This was Solomon’s conclusion at the end of the book. 
 
Chapter 5 discusses the importance of going before God in worship quietly so that 
one can listen to God and not just go through the motions (5:1-7). Next, chapter 5 
and 6 discuss the meaningless idea of collecting riches and how it leads to no 
where, people still die and cannot take anything with them. 
 
Chapter 7 is a collection of saying about wisdom and folly. These statements go 
against what much of the world says.  For example, “A good name is better than 
fine perfume” (v.1) and “The end of a matter is better than its beginning” (v.8). 
 
Chapter 8 deals with respecting authority and obeying those who are our leaders. 
We might not have a king but we can apply it to our local, state, and national  
leaders who lead us in this newly elected year. God is the one ultimately in control. 
 
Chapter 9-11 discuss the uncertainty of our lives and yet we all face the same fate 
at the end, death. There are many examples given where wisdom is better than 
acting foolishly. “If the ax is dull and its edge is unsharpened, more strength is 
needed, but skill will bring success” (10:10).  Solomon reminds us all to remember 
our creator while we are young (12:1) because death is certain. 
 
At the end of chapter 12 Solomon comes to the “conclusion of the matter” for 
which he gives two responsibilities to humanity, “Fear God and keep his  
commandments, for this is the duty of all mankind” (12:13) this is followed by a 
warning that “God will bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden 
thing, whether good or evil” (12:14). 
 
The big picture is to see like Solomon discovered, our lives apart 
from God will be meaningless and empty full of no hope and no purpose.  

Journal Ideas: (Some suggestions) Write a one sentence summary of 
each chapter you read. Write some goals or challenges you want to  
accomplish in 2017. What are some ways you can worship God differently 
and better? Who do you struggle with having authority over you?  

Pray:  (Some suggestions)  Review and revise your weekly prayer list in 
your journals.  Ask God for wisdom to help you in 2017 in school and in  
making spiritual decisions that will affect you. Pray for our leaders as they 
begin new terms. Ask God to help you set your priorities right and to put 
God first over money, friends, jobs, grades, or anything else in life. 


