
 

Announcements 

 
♦ Christmas Party— Wednesday, Dec. 14 @ 6—8:00pm.  Gift swap, 

crazy Games, and more! 
 

Bible Study Q’s 
“Building a founda on” 

Ezra 3:7-13 

Read Ezra 3:7-9. 
What are some of the things that Israel gave to build the temple? 
What is the definition of a sacrifice? 
What is something that you have sacrificed for? 
What kind of sacrifices do people make in their faith?   
How many different people and groups can you count in these 3 verses?  What 
does that say about what it takes to build a foundation together as a group? 

 

Read Ezra 3:10-11, in the Old Testament the Spirit of God resided in the  
Tabernacle and Temple, where does God dwell in the New Testament?  
How are you building on your foundation, your own life, where the Holy Spirit 
dwells? 
What spiritual disciples are you using to make your foundation strong? 
Have you ever played Simon Says?  What’s the goal?  

 

Read Ezra 3:12-13, what 2 things did the people do when they worshiped?  
What do you think the older generation wept?  
Is good or bad to remember past mistakes in our lives?  
What things in your past motivate you or move you going forward?  

The BIG Picture 
November 10 - November 16, 2016 

 
Read: Ezra 6—10   
Understanding What You Are Reading 
You will finish the rest of Ezra this week.  The second half of Ezra continues the 
drama between Jerusalem and the enemies around it.   The nation of Israel slowly 
moves back into the promised land  in 2-3 groups where God promised Abraham 
he would give him. 
 
Ezra 6 We read about the report that King Darius has made where he looked back 
into the books of history and saw where King Cyrus decreed that the temple be 
built under the leadership of Ezra and also that the costs involved would be paid by 
the Trans-Euphrates a local province in the area.  The Israelites work hard and 
finish building the temple after which they offer a huge sin offering to the Lord and 
then shortly after observe the Passover feast for the first time in over 70 years.  
 
Ezra 7 describes Ezra going to Jerusalem and becoming a teacher of the law to the 
people.  Verse 10 is a key verse that says, “For Ezra had devoted himself to the 
study and the observance of the Law of the Lord, and to teaching its decrees and 
laws in Israel.”  Ezra 8  is a description of how the families returned to Jerusalem 
and it includes a list of the family names that returned to the land. 
 
Ezra 9 and 10 cover a problem that started after the Israelites settled back into the 
area.  They began to settle down and intermarry with the other nations around 
them. Some leaders came to Ezra and told him about it and that even the “priests 
and Levites” also did this.  God knew it was not good and that it would lead Israel 
down the same path they had walked before, into idolatry worshiping other gods. 
 
Immediately Ezra prays to the Lord and weeps bitterly and while he does this the 
people around him join him and are convicted of their sin for doing that.  The  
solution, the people make a covenant before the Lord to divorce their non-Israelite 
families and do it legally (“let it be done according to the Law” 10:3) in order to 
take care of them.  They send them back to their families in the foreign countries.     
 
The big picture is to see how Ezra honored the Scriptures and not 
only studied them, but “observed them” and we should do likewise. 

Journal Ideas: (Some suggestions)  Write a one sentence summary of 
each chapter.  Write about a time when you faced opposition, how did you 
seek God’s help?  What happened?  Write about a time when you realized 
that you made a mistake.  What did you do to fix it?  Have you ever felt like 
you were in a no win situation?  What was it and how did you correct it? 

Pray:  (Some suggestions)  Review and revise your weekly prayer list in 
your journals.  Write down some request from the prayer wall from someone 
else and pray for their requests.  Ask God to help you not only study and  
memorize God’s Word but to do it as well.  Pray for the nation and the new 
leaders that will take office this coming year. 


