
 

Announcements 

 
 Camping Retreat—Friday and Saturday, Nov. 11-12.  Cost will be 

about $10-15 each. Sign up by next Wednesday, November 9. 
 

 Christmas Party— Wednesday, Dec. 14 @ 6—8:00pm.  Gift swap, 
crazy Games, and more! 
 

Bible Study Q’s 
“Hope” 

Lamentations 3:20‐33 

What type of things do people put their trust in? 

Hope in God’s LOVE (v. 20‐23). 
Read Lamentations 3:20‐23, why was Jeremiah “downcast?”  
What is one of the best examples of love you have seen or known?  
How is God showing his love to you?    How is God faithful with His love to you? 

 

Hope in God’s PROVISION (v. 24 ‐ 29). 
Read Lamentations 3:24‐29, Why could Jeremiah say that the Lord is good in the midst 
of Judah’s exile?  
How is God Good to you?   
Is there a qualifier (some requirement) for God’s goodness to you?  
What do you think Jeremiah meant, “It is good to wait quietly?”  
Is it hard for you to wait for things?  Why? 

 

Hope in God’s SALVATION (v. 30 – 33). 
Read Lamentations 3:30‐33, many look at verse 30 as a messianic prophecy that was 
fulfilled by Jesus in John 18:22.  Some may see allusions to Christ in several of these 
verses.  
Do most people think they need saving in life?  
What do you think “No one is cast off by the Lord forever” implies?  
What do you think about the phrase “unfailing love?”  
Why do you think that Jeremiah said “for he does not willingly bring affliction or grief 
to anyone?” v.33.  

We must be able to see sin and it consequences show us our need for salvation. 

The BIG Picture 
November 3 - November 9, 2016 

 
Read: Ezra 1—5   
Understanding What You Are Reading 
You will start reading through Ezra this week. Ezra is a sister book that is paired 
with Nehemiah, the one God called to rebuild the wall around Jerusalem after the 
70 years of exile was over.  Nehemiah was a governmental leader and Ezra was a 
priest who acted as a spiritual leader to the people returning to the land.  
Originally, Ezra and Nehemiah were one book in the Jewish Scriptures.  Ezra also 
includes some governmental type documents in it as well as the history of the  
exiled Jews. 
 
Ezra 1 describes the decree from King Cyrus of Persia that allowed the Jews to 
return home. He also returned the articles that Nebuchadnezzar took from the 
temple in Jerusalem when he invaded Judah and gave them back to the Jews.  
 
Ezra 2 begins with a list of the families, priests and Levites that returned to the 
land.  The second half of the chapter describes the first actions of the people when 
they returned to Jerusalem.  They offer a offering to God at the temple.  
 
Ezra 3 describes the people that rebuilt the altar of the Lord that was in the middle 
of the temple and then they also start rebuilding the temple.  Do not mistake the 
Joshua that is mentioned here in chapter 3 is not the same Joshua that followed 
Moses as leader.   
 
Ezra 4 explains the opposition that started to rise when the city of Jerusalem start-
ed to be rebuilt and inhabited.  They were scared that the city would mean that the 
nation of Israel would rise again and be a threat to them.  The other nations wanted 
to see what was going on in Jerusalem and offered to help rebuild the temple as a 
way to slow them down and discourage them.  The last part of Ezra 4 is a letter that 
was sent to the Persia king to seek help.  The king replied that they should stop 
rebuilding the temple and city walls again because it would just cause trouble.  
 
Ezra 5 is another letter that is send to king Darius, the new king of Persia, asking 
him to review the records from King Cyrus and see where he ordered the Jews to 
rebuilt their city.  The Jews wisely seek the help of their king to show his muscle 
and make the other smaller nations stop opposing the rebuilding of Jerusalem. 
 
The big picture is to see that the first thing the Jews did when they 
returned was to fix the temple and altar of the Lord before anything else.  
This should be our aim as well, to put God first in every area of our lives. 

Journal Ideas: (Some suggestions)  Write a one sentence summary of 
each chapter.  How have you seen God provide for your family?  Write 
about a time when you have to make a decision to choice God or yourself. 

Pray:  (Some suggestions)  Review and revise your weekly prayer list in 
your journals.  Pray for someone who is against you.  Pray for the upcoming 
election this week.   


