
 

Announcements 

 
 Fall Festival—Come help at the Fall Festival!  Oct. 31 from 6:30– 

8:30pm.  Run a game or help out with setup and clean up.  
 

 Camping Retreat—Friday and Saturday, Nov. 11-12.  Cost will be 
about $20 each.  
 

Bible Study Q’s 
“Forgive and Forget” 

Matthew 18:21‐22, 2 Corinthians 2:5‐11 

How is the Christian life like a video game?  How is it different?  
 
Read Matthew 18:21‐22, Ask, “If someone does you wrong the same way over and 
over, and they ask for forgiveness should you still give it?” 
 
If you ask God to forgive you for doing something, and you keep repeating the same 
sins, do you think it was true forgiveness? 
 
Read 2 Corinthians 2:5‐11, Ask “According to the last verse, why should we forgive 
each other?”  

 
Read Matthew 6:12, 14‐15, ask “Why do you think God wants us to forgive others in 
order to be forgiven by God Himself?” 

Read Psalms 103:12 ask, “Is there any sin that God cannot forgive?  

 
If you have sins that could be called “bad habits” how does it make you feel, when you 
mess up again?  Do you ever feel like you aren’t saved, because you keep messing up?  

Who is hardest to forgive the most?  

If you have someone that you need to get right with, either God or a person, do it this 
week, take care of it as soon as possible.  Ask God to help you say the right things and 
repair the relationships. 

The BIG Picture 
October 27 - November 2, 2016 

 
Read: Lamentations  1—5   
Understanding What You Are Reading 
You will read all of Lamentations, a second book from Jeremiah the prophet this 
week. It is a short collection of 5 dirges or wailings in which Jeremiah laments over 
Judah’s demise and the destruction of Jerusalem.  
 
In the first chapter you will pick up the sad mournful tone right away. Jeremiah 
describes the city as empty and desolate.  Jeremiah states “Her foes have become 
her masters” (v.5).  The first chapter describes how there is no festivals and  
sacrifices in the land.  You will see Jeremiah’s plight in the language used.  The 
words “groan” and “suffer” are repeated often.  
 
Lamentations 2 takes a different emotional turn from Jeremiah’s sadness to God’s 
anger.  You will feel the anger from the Lord for having to destroy the city because 
of Judah’s sin, God was forced to judge his people. The city of Jerusalem is called 
“Zion” by the prophets which you will pick up as you read this chapter. 
 
Chapter 3 is the longest chapter in the book and as the center of 5 funeral songs it 
is the one that carries the central message of hope for the nation of Judah.  The 
hope that Jeremiah speaks about only come from the fact that God is with Judah, 
even in captivity. Read it below and feel the power of hope. 
 
“Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope: 22 Because of the Lord’s great 
love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. 23 They are new every 
morning; great is your faithfulness. 24 I say to myself, “The Lord is my portion; 
therefore I will wait for him.” 25 The Lord is good to those whose hope is in him, to 
the one who seeks him” (3:21-25). 
 
Chapter 4 describes all the horrors that the people experienced in the wake of 
God’s judgement through Babylon. It mentions things like staring and thirsty  
children and compares the punishment to worse than Sodom and Gomorrah in 
Genesis 19. 
 
Chapter 5 is a concluding prayer toward God for his guidance and new direction.  
Suffering often leads many to prayer and to search from the Lord what His purpose 
for the suffering is for. “Restore us to yourself, Lord, that we may return; renew our 
days as of old” (5:21). 
 
The big picture is to see that  in the middle of our despair and  
sadness we can still have Hope that is based on God and our salvation.  

Journal Ideas: (Some suggestions)  Write a one sentence summary of 
each chapter.  Do you recall a time when a loved one passed away. Write 
about that person and be sure to include some great things about them. 

Pray:  (Some suggestions)  Review and revise your weekly prayer list in 
your journals.  Pray for Bro Roger and his family as he grieves the loss of his 
dad. Pray for God’s guidance in your life and to help you trust and obey. 


