
 

Announcements 

 
 Painting Party and VBS Help—I would love your help in prepping the 

student room for a makeover and for any time you can devote to VBS. 
 

 Six Flags  — Tuesday, May 31 @ 9:00am—Cost: $43—IS THIS A 
GOOD DAY FOR YOU? 
 

 Centrifuge — June 28– July 2, Cost $330, Signup by May 25 
 

Bible Study Notes 
“True Friend” 

Job 32:1‐5 

Have you ever had a friend tell you something truthful?  How did you react? 

“Faithful are the wounds of a friend; profuse are the kisses of an enemy.” ‐ Proverbs 27:6 

Read Job 32:1‐5 

1. Elihu LISTENED First 
“Now Elihu had waited before speaking” v.4  
Wai ng shows a HUMBLE a tude. 
Example : S ll paying for my first car 
 
Do we listen first, think before we speak? 
James 1:19   

2. Job MISSED Something  
“because he was righteous in his own eyes” v.1 
Winning an argument between friends doesn’t make you right. 
Job was comparing himself with others, looking only at himself. 
 
How do we jus fy our ac ons as right and wrong?  SOCIETY or SCRIPTURE? 
Psalm 119:105 

3. Friends Speak the TRUTH in Love 
“angry with Job for jus fying himself rather than God” v.3 
“How can a man be righteous before God?” Job 25:4 
Job should have focused on God, not himself. 
 
Will you be a good friend to someone else?   Ephesians 4:15 

The BIG Picture 
May 19 - May 25, 2016 

 
Read: Job 29-35 
Understanding What You Are Reading 
You will continue reading through the book of Job and start this week in 
Job’s longest talk in the entire book.  Job continues to opine about  
situation and long for the days past.  He also talks about how other people 
mock him or make fun of him.  The last 4 chapters we meet Job’s 4th 
friend, Elihu.  He is younger and has apparently been there the whole time 
while the other 3 friends have shared and talked but kept silent.    
 
Job 29 - 30 finish the rest of Job’s long speech.  Job starts by recalling the 
past when he was looked up to by people and respected.  He had  
confidence in the future and the blessings he enjoyed.  He compares his 
present situation with his past.  In Job 31 he declares his sexual purity  
before his friends and exclaims his faithfulness to his wife.  He also  
contends that he has been fair to servants and shown hospitality to others.  
 
Job 32-35 Elihu final speaks and when he does he gives Job what he needs 
to hear, the truth.  Later God rebukes Job’s three friends (42:7-9) but does 
not rebuke Elihu, showing that what he says is true.  What does Elihu say?  
He correctly describes God’s character as caring (Job 33), just and fair 
(Job 34-35), and great and sovereign (Job 36-37).  Elihu tells Job he needs 
to repent of his pride thinking that he is above suffering.  Elihu boldly tells 
Job that he is not free of guilt (33:8-12).  He also confronts the first 3 
friends and their false statements about who God really is. 
 
What’s the difference?  Job’s 3 friends claimed he was suffering because 
of sin and Elihu reasoned that Job was sinning because he was suffering.    
 
The big picture is to see that past, present, and future are all  
important, but what counts is what we do in the present.  We can’t change 
the past and have no idea what the future will bring.  Live for Jesus today! 

Journal Ideas: (Some suggestions)  Write a one sentence summary of 
each chapter.  Has there been a time when you recalled the past or longed 
for something in the future?  Write about it.  Write about a time when you 
felt compelled to speak up about something important.     

Pray:  (Some suggestions)  Review and revise your weekly prayer list in 
your journals.  Ask God to help you learn from the past, trust in Him for the 
future, but live for Him now in the present.  Ask God to help you remain 
sexually pure for him all the days of your life.  If you have made mistakes 
ask God to forgive you and start a new.  Ask God to give you wisdom on 
how to stand up for his truth with friends and family. 


