
 

Announcements 

 
 Painting Party and VBS Help—I would love your help in prepping the 

student room for a makeover and for any time you can devote to VBS. 
 

 Six Flags  — Tuesday, May 31 @ 9:00am—Cost: $43 
 

 Centrifuge — June 28– July 2, Cost $330, Signup by May 25 
 

Bible Study Notes 
“What are Friends For?” 

Job 16:1‐14 

What are some quali es of good friends?  Bad Friends? What is important to you? 

We can learn a lot about what not to do as a friend through Job’s 3 mouthy friends. 
Read Job 16:1‐14 

Can you FEEL the Love? 
 Job wasn’t feeling encouraged from his friends words. 
 Just stop! ‐ “miserable comforters are you all!” v.2 
 We need to be careful in our eagerness to help that we don’t do more harm. 

WORDS Not Necessary 
 When we speak, we should consider what God desires for us to say first. 
 “Will your long‐winded speeches never end?” v.3 
 Some mes just being there is all that’s needed. 

KICK you When You are Down 
 People will pile on with the hate so easily. 
 “Men open their mouths to jeer at me; they strike my cheek in scorn” v.10 
 Chris ans should be different than the rest of the world.  

LISTENING Will Gain Much Good (Romans 15:14, 2 Cor. 13:11, Gal. 6:2, 1 Thess. 4:18) 
1. Listen, REALLY listen.  Don’t be thinking of what you’re going say next. 
2. Don’t ask accusa on ques ons or emo onally charged ques ons. 
3. Be careful of “why” and “Not” ques ons… “Don’t you want to...”  “Why didn’t you...” 
4. “I understand” ‐ Do we really?  Try— “You must be… Or I’d be a mess”  
5. Acknowledge using tone and body language.  Be pa ent with them. 
6. Repeat accurately.  Rephrase what they share with you to confirm. 
7. It’s OK to admit ignorance.  Allow blank space.   You can even cry with people! 
8. Lead the witness. “How would that help...”  Allow them find their own conclusions. 
9. Explore the future “What are you thinking about doing next?” “What are your op ons?” 
10. Offer to pray for them right there. 

The BIG Picture 
May 12 - May 18, 2016 

 
Read: Job 22-28 
Understanding What You Are Reading 
Get ready for round 3 where Job and his friends sit around and debate the 
cause of Job’s suffering.  You will notice that Job’s three friends speeches 
get shorter each time they speak.  There tone becomes more sharp and 
bitter.  In fact, in this 3rd round the angriest friend of Job, Zophar does not 
even speak.  At the same time, while there speeches get shorter Job’s get 
longer.  Each of his friends maintain that Job suffers because of sin. 
 
In chapter 22 Eliphaz challenges Job’s thoughts that God does not care 
about sin.  He claims that God is indifferent toward sin but calls Job to  
repent to receive God’s blessings again.  In chapter 23-24 Job complains 
because he cannot find God in order to present his case to God.  “If I only 
knew where to find him” and “I would state my case against him” (23:3-4). 
 
Chapter 25 Bildad speaks very briefly and says that God is sovereign and 
there is nothing Job can do.  Bildad compares the difference between God 
and man to that of a maggot and worm in the eyes of people.   
 
Chapters 26-28 Jobs speaks his longest speech and blasts Bildad and the 
other friends for their shallow knowledge about God’s true power and 
knowledge.  He tells them that their advice has not helped him.  God 
acknowledges that God’s greatness is too big for man to understand.  
“How faint the whisper we hear of him” and “who can understand the  
thunder in his power?” (26:14).  Job continues to claim his innocence and 
ask God to judge his foes.  Job finally talks about the value of wisdom and 
wishes his friends would have found real wisdom.     
 
The big picture is to see that there is no shortage of wisdom from 
everyone.  We must be careful to filter what we hear against the Word.  
Not everything we hear is Truth or good godly wisdom.   

Journal Ideas: (Some suggestions)  Write a one sentence summary of 
each chapter.  Write about a time when you got some bad advice.  What 
happened what did you do to fix it?  Write a letter (or email) to a friend that 
is going through a difficult time.  Offer to pray for them and encourage 
them. 

Pray:  (Some suggestions)  Review and revise your weekly prayer list in 
your journals.  Ask God to help you use the summer time to serve Him and 
do what he wants you to do.  Pray for God to give you his wisdom when you 
deal with problems and situations in life or with friends.   


