
 

Announcements 

 
  D Now “Say Yes” — Meet at the church at 5:00pm! 
 
 Feed the Need — Saturday, April 16 @ 10:00am 

 
 Indoor Rock Climbing — Friday, April 29 @ 5:00pm 
 

Bible Study Notes 
“Wait on the Lord” 

Isaiah 40:27-31 

1. The complaint (v.27) 
“my way is hidden from the Lord”  “my cause is disregarded” 
Feeling like “God doesn’t care about my life or my purpose” 
 
Have you ever complained to God about something? 
 

2. God is the source of strength (.28-29) 
He is “everlasting” 
His knowledge “no one can fathom” 
 
“He gives strength...”  “increases power….” 
 

3. Everyone has their limits (v.30) 
“youths” and “youth men” - prime of life 
 
Ex: Arm chair-Challenge 
 

4. We must connect with the Lord (v.31) 
“hope in the Lord” - “wait on the Lord” 
 
qãwã—An active waiting that implies actions within a relationship. 

The BIG Picture 
March 3 - March 9, 2016 

 
Read: Isaiah   42 – 48 
Understanding What You Are Reading 
You will continue to read through the book of Isaiah this week.   This week the 
reading will including part of the “servant songs” that are found in the later  
chapters of Isaiah.  They were discovered and named the “sevant songs” by  
Bernhardt Duhm in the late nineteenth century.   The word “servant” or “servant of 
the Lord” is used several times in chapters 40-55.  A lot has been written about the 
“servant songs” over the last century.  Who is this servant or servants?  Are there 
more than one intending meaning in the idea of the servant?  As you read see if you 
can figure out who the servants are? 
 
Isaiah 42 begins the use of the term servant.  Describing him as one who “will bring 
justice to the nations” (v.1).  Latter in this chapter we see the Lord will make this 
servant “a light for the Gentiles” (v.6).  Many view this servant as the nation Israel 
and also foreshadows Christ in the future. 
 
Isaiah 43 is another message of hope and we learn more about the servant of the 
Lord, this servant is one that God has chosen.   The great passage where Isaiah 
encourages  Israel to “forget the former things” and to see that God is dong a new 
thing! (43:18-19).  In Isaiah 44  the servant is named as “Jacob, my servant”  
showing that God called the nation od Israel to represent and point the other  
nations to God.  We find this great declaration from the Lord “I am the first and last, 
apart from be there is no God” (44:6-8).  In a time when Henotheism, was standard, 
the God of the Bible declared He was the only one.     
 
Isaiah 45 is one of the most interesting chapters in scripture where Isaiah actually 
names “Cyrus” as “his anointed” who God will raise up to set the exiles free and 
rebuilt the city of Jerusalem (See Isaiah 44:28; 45:1,13).  Isaiah was dated around 
700 BC and Jerusalem was destroyed by Babylon in 586 BC.  The Medo-Persian 
Empire arose in 539 BC and that same year king Cyrus decreed to rebuild the  
temple in Jerusalem.   We have archeological  proof of this by way of a stone  
cylinder with his decree on it. 
 
In Isaiah 46 you will find the names of many pagan gods that Isaiah says will bow 
before the Lord.  These are not literal gods, but human creations.  Isaiah 47 God 
pronounces judgment against Babylon.   There pride and strength will fail them.  
Isaiah 48 is a rich chapter describing how stubborn Israel is but also how God will 
redeem them in the future and what their relationship with God could be like. 
 
The big picture is to see that God is the one who calls and directs 
his servants to do his will.  When we listen to the Lord and obey him we 
fulfill his will and glorify God.  

Journal Ideas: (Some suggestions)  Write a one sentence summary of 
each chapter.  How has God used you as his servant in times to do his will? 

Pray:  (Some suggestions)  Review and revise your weekly prayer list in 
your journals.  Ask God to use you in the future to accomplish his will. 


