
 

Announcements 

 
 Seven Bridges — Saturday, Jan. 16 @ 10:30am  Students 

will head to Atlanta to feed the homeless.  Bring your own 
lunch money and we will return around 3:00pm 

 

Bible Study Notes 
“Action in Prayer”  

Nehemiah 1 
 
What are some things that are important to you? 
How do you treat these things? 
 
1. The NEED for Prayer (v.1-3) 

Nehemiah was burdened for his home, Jerusalem. 
What are our needs?  How often to think about praying for them? 
 
Example: Witnessing Flop 
 

2. The TIME of Prayer (Nehemiah 2:1) 
Jewish month Kislev = NOV/DEC    That’s  4  
Jewish Month Nisan = MAR/APR   Months time 
 
How persistent are we when we pray? 
 

3. The SUBSTANCE of Prayer (v.4-11) 
 
Notice the order: PRAISE then PETITION 
 
Two things we hear in Nehemiah’s prayer: 
 
 1. Nehemiah’s FAITH in God to answer. 
 “who keeps his covenant of love with those who love and obey” v.5 
 
 2. Nehemiah knew God’s WORD 
 “Remember your instruction you gave Moses” v.8 
 James 1:6-8— “he must believe and not doubt” 
 
 
A prayer of Repentance, no complaining. 
 

“Go home. Lock yourself in your room. Kneel down in the middle of the floor, and with a 
piece of chalk, draw a circle around yourself. There, on your knees, pray fervently and 
brokenly that God would start a revival within that chalk circle.” ‐ Gypsy Smith 
 

The BIG Picture 
January 7 - January 14, 2016 

 
Read: Nehemiah 1 – 6  
Understanding What You Are Reading 
This week you will begin reading through the book of Nehemiah.  Nehemiah 
was a man of action and prayer.  He received word that Jerusalem was still 
laying around in ruins from the attack that Nebuchadnezzar and the army of 
Babylon.  He felt burdened through prayer to seek the Kings favor to return to 
Jerusalem and rebuilt the walls around his city that had been destroyed. 
 
Chapter 1 shows his heartfelt prayer of repentance and request that he makes 
of God for favor as he seeks to return to Jerusalem.  Nehemiah was a  
cupbearer to the king.  A cupbearer was someone who tasted food and drink 
right before the king ate it to make sure it was not poisoned or unsafe to eat.   
 
Chapter 2 describes how God answers Nehemiah’s request when King  
Artaxerxes senses something is wrong with Nehemiah and asks him about it.  
Not only does Artaxerxes grant Nehemiah the ability to return to Jerusalem he 
also provides Nehemiah with the letters for safe passage and the supplies 
needed to rebuild the wall.  “And because the gracious hand of my God was 
upon me, the king granted my requests” (2:8).  After arriving in Jerusalem, 
Nehemiah first checks out the situation at night when no one else is around.  
He kept what the Lord had put on his heart a  
secret first before telling everyone. 
 
Chapter 3 describes how building the wall took place and how each of the  
families and different groups took assignments.  Chapter 4 describes the first 
opposition to what Nehemiah was doing from other kings in the area.  There 
will always be  opposition to what God wants to do and we should not be  
surprised when it comes.   
   
Chapter 5 shows how outside opposition can lead to inward fighting.  Even 
when attempting to do something good we can get off track and lose focus.  
More opposition comes from some local kings again.  In chapter 6 just like the 
first time the opposition is not physical, but in negative talk and empty threats. 
 
The big picture is to see that prayer is a powerful tool in the  
spiritual discipline of God’s people.  We must seek God in prayer before 
we start anything else as well as seek him during our daily journeys.   

Journal Ideas: (Some suggestions)  Write a one sentence summary of 
each chapter.  What are somethings God has put as a burden on your 
heart?   Make a prayer list of things you can pray for every day.  In what 
ways have you faced opposition in your life?  How did you handle it? 

Pray:  (Some suggestions)  Pray for the things you wrote on your list.  Pray  
expecting God to act in the things you pray for.  Pray for your new school 
semester and attitude with your work.   
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